Jo Willmott: Simple Guide Constructions: genitive absolute

Examples of genitive absolute

duakoAov & Gvtog puoel Kal xaAemod tod PovAeveasdat, Tt TOAAD XaAeTWDTEPOV
Ouegic avtd memorikat’, @ &vdpeg ABnvaior oi uév yap &AAot mdvrec dvOpwmor mpd
TV TpayudTwy eidbaoct xpfiobat t@ PovAedecbat, DUEIG 8¢ YeTa T& TpdypaTA

While decision-making is difficult by its very nature, you have made it even more difficult,

Athenians. Whereas others are used to deliberate before the events, you deliberate afterwards.

Demosthenes On the Peace 5.2

t00T0 3¢ Aéyovtog avtod mrdpvutal Tig

While he was saying this, somebody sneezed

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.9

T00TO0 3¢ Aéyovtog avtod mTdpvutal Tig

While he was saying this, somebody sneezed

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.9

oltw & €xdvtwv eikdg Toig uév moAepioic vavtiovg eivan Todg Beol, fuiv 8¢
GUUMAXOUG OTTEP TKaVOoi €11 Kal TOUG HEYAAOUG TaXD UIKPOUG TOLETV Kal TOUG UIKPOUG
k&v &v Servoic wot oty eDMETRC, Stav PovAwvTal

Given that this is the case, it is reasonable to think that the gods will be opposed to our

enemies, and on our side. The gods are capable of making the mighty weak, and of protecting

the weak even if they are in danger whenever they want.

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.10
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oltw & €xdvtwv eikdg Toig uév moAepioic vavtiovg eivan Tobg Beol, fuiv 8¢
GUUMAXOUG OTTEP TKavOol €11 Kal TOUG HEYAAOUG TaXD UIKPOUG TOLETV Kal TOUG UIKPOUG

kdv v Se1voic Wot oletv eOMeT®C, Stav PovAwvtat

Given that this is the case, it is reasonable to think that the gods will be opposed to our
enemies, and on our side. The gods are capable of making the mighty weak, and of protecting

the weak even if they are in danger whenever they want.

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.10

& &’ elmov €ig Amavtag oUK dpvroouat,
Tpoiag aAovong avdpl Td TPWTW GTPATOD
ofv maida dobvat o@dytov EEaITOVHEVW.

I will not deny what I said in front of everybody, that once Troy was captured I would give

your child to the first of the army who asked for him as a sacrifice victim.

Euripides Hecuba 303-4

& & eimov €ig dmavtag oUK dpvrcouat,

Tpoiag dAovong avdpl Td TPWTW 6TPATOD
\ ~ ~ /e bl 14

oV Taida doUval c@Aaylov E€AITOVUEVY.

Iwill not deny what I said in front of everybody, that once Troy was captured I would give

your child to the first of the army who asked for him as a sacrifice victim.

Euripides Hecuba 303-4
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muBduevog yap 8t1 TO uetpdkiov v map’ Euoi, ENOwV Emi TV oikiav TV éurv vOkTwp
UeBVWV, €kkOPac tag B0pag elofiAbev €ic TV yuvaikwvitiy, Ev8ov 00o@V TG TE
adeA@ig ThG Euf¢ Kal TV adeApd®V, al oUtw kooulwg Pefrwkacty Hote kal OO

AV oikelwv Opwpeval aioxvvesdat.

When he found out that the boy was staying with me, he came to my house drunk one night,
broke down the doors and went into the women's quarters, where my sister and nieces were.

They lived such proper lives that they were ashamed even to be seen by servants.

Lysias Speeches 3.6

muOSUeVOC yap 8T1 TO petpdriov v Tap’ épot, EAOMV émi Thv oikiav Thv Eunv vikTwp
uebVWV, €kkoPac tag BVpag elofiABev €ig TV yuvalkwvitiy, £vdov o0odV Ti|§ TE
adeA@ig ThG Eufig Kal TV adeA@1d®V, al oUtw kooulwg Pefrwkacty Hote kal UIO
TGV oikelwv Opwpeval aioxvvesdart.

When he found out that the boy was staying with me, he came to my house drunk one night,
broke down the doors and went into the women's quarters, where my sister and nieces were.

They lived such proper lives that they were ashamed even to be seen by servants.

Lysias Speeches 3.6

dfiAov yap Gti €yyug tov o0 Apévog €ikog v TooTo ylyveobat, Todto pev puebvovtog
~ /4 ~ \ A bl /e bl ~ 7
100 Gvdpdg, ToiTo 8¢ VOKTWP EKPAVTOG €K TOD TAoioU:

For it is clear that this must have happened somewhere near the harbour, since the man was

drunk and had left the ship at night.
Antiphon On the Murder of Herodes 5.27
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TPoiévTog 8¢ ToD Xpbvou, @ vdpeg, oV ugv dmpoodokrtwe €€ dypoD, uetd 8¢ To
deinvov to maidiov €Rda kai EduokoOAatvev OO TG Bepanaivng Enitndeg Avmovuevoy,

tva tadta oy

Time went on, gentlemen, and I came back unexpectedly from the fields. After dinner, the child
was screaming and fretting because it was being annoyed on purpose by the maidservant to do
that.

Lysias Speeches 1.11

UeEAASVTWV 8¢ TGOV Tvwv AVely Kal Totéely Ta kKeAgvopeva, Kwng 0 Ep€avdpou
oTpatnyos v MutiAnvaiwy éAe€e Aapeiw tdde, TuOSueVog TpdTEPOV £l 01 PIAOV €N

yvounv anodékesbat mapd tod fovAouévou anodeikvucbar

While the Ionians were on the point of destruction and carrying out their orders, Coes the son
of Erxander, the general of the Mytilenians, after first finding out whether he would be keen to

dccept an opinion from someone who wanted to give it, said the following to Darius.

Herodotus Histories 4.97

GUVETAIVESEVTWV 8¢ TdvTwV kai 008evdC eindvtoc évavtiov 0084v, oVk eimov v
Tadta, ovk Eypada O, o0’ Eypaa pév, ovk enpéofevoa ¢, 008’ EnpéoPevoa uév, ovk
éneloa 8¢ OnPaiovg, AN’ o tiig dpxiig dxpt Thi¢ TeAevthic die€fiAbov, kal Edwk’
EUXLTOV DUTV GAQG £1¢ TOUG epreotnkdTag Tf] TOAEL KIvdUVoUC.

Everyone applauded and no-one said anything in opposition. And it was not the case that I
said this but did not call a vote, it was not the case that I called a vote but did not act as
ambassador, it was not the case that I acted as ambassador but did not persuade the Thebans -

instead I carried it out from beginning to end and completely surrendered myself to the

dangers surrounding the city.

Demosthenes 18.179
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OUVETAIVESEVTWV 8¢ TdvTwV kai 008evdG eindvtoc évavtiov 0084v, o0k einov uév
tadta, ovk Eypada O, o0 Eypaa pév, ovk énpéoPevoa b€, 008’ EnpéoPevoa uév, ovk
gneloa 8¢ OnPaiovg, AN’ o tiig dpxiig dxpt Tfig teAevthg die€fiAbov, kal Edwk’
EUOLTOV DUTV GAQG £1¢ TOUG epieotnkdTag Tf] TOAEL KIVdUVOUC.

Everyone applauded and no-one said anything in opposition. And it was not the case that I
said this but did not call a vote, it was not the case that I called a vote but did not act as
ambassador, it was not the case that I acted as ambassador but did not persuade the Thebans -

instead I carried it out from beginning to end and completely surrendered myself to the

dangers surrounding the city.

Demosthenes 18.179

glpopévou O€ uev tolg 1péag el patatov Adyov Aéyovat ot “EAANveG ta mept "TAtov
yevéaBat 1 oU, Epacav Tpog TadTa TadE

When I asked the priests whether the Greeks' account of what happened at Troy was credible

or not, they gave me the following answer.

Herodotus Histories 2.118

Kol TOOTO PEV OUK Gyvo®, 0Tt Taita dro@féyuata ook a€loAoya, EKeivo O kpivw ToD
avdpog dyaotov, TO ToD OavaTov TapPesTNKOTOC UNTE TO PPOVIHOV UATE TO TALYVIWDIEG
AmoATETV €K THG PuXTG.

And I am not unaware that these phrases are hardly worth recording, but I do consider it

admirable in the man that he did not lose his good sense or playfulness at the point of death.

Xenophon Hellenica 2.3.56

Kol TO0TO UEV OVK Ayvo®, 8Tt TadTa Armo@Oéypata ovk dEidAoya, Ekeivo 8¢ kpivw ToD
avdpog dyaotov, TO ToD BavAToL TaPEGTNKOTOG UNTE TO PPOVIHOV UNTE TO TALYVIWDIEG
AmoATETV €K THC PUXTG.

And I am not unaware that these phrases are hardly worth recording, but I do consider it

admirable in the man that he did not lose his good sense or playfulness at the point of death.

Xenophon Hellenica 2.3.56
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kal d&dag Aafovteg €k Tob éyyutata kannAeiov elogpyxdueda, avewyuévng tiig BVpag
Kal OO Tfig AvOpWITOL T PECKEVAGUEVNG.

Then we got torches from the nearest shop, and went in; the door was open, as the girl had it in

readiness.

Lysias Speeches 1.24

Kal dddag AaPovrteg €k ol €yyvtata kamnAeiov eloepxdueda, avewyuévng tig BVpag
Kal OO TG AVOPWITOL TAPECKEVAGUEVHG.

Then we got torches from the nearest shop, and went in; the door was open, as the girl had it in

readiness.

Lysias Speeches 1.24

gpopévou &€ pou Tl al B0pat vOKTwp Pooiev, Epacke TOV AOxvov drooPecdijval tov
Tapd t@ Todlw, eita €k TOV yertdvwv Evapacdat.

I asked why the doors made a noise in the night; she told me that the child’s lamp had gone

out, and she had lit it again at our neighbor’s.

Lysias Speeches 1 14

€50&e 8¢ pot, & &vdpeg, 0 Tpdowmnov EPruvdiBodal, Tod &deA@od TeBvedTog oUW
TpLaKoVO’ NUEPAG
But it struck me, sirs, that she had powdered her face, though her brother had died not thirty

days before;
Lysias 1.14
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petd 8¢ tadta, @ &vpeg, xpdvou uetald Sayevouévou kai €uod ToAD
GTOAEAEIUUEVOL TV EPAVTOD KAKDV, TPOGEPXETAL Hol Tig TTpeaPiTig &vOpwTog, LTO
YUVAIKOG DTOTEUPOEToN NV EKETVOG EUOIXEVEV, WG EYW VOTEPOV HKOVOV:

After this, sirs, an interval occurred in which I was left quite unaware of my own injuries; I was

then accosted by a certain old female, who was secretly sent by a woman with whom that man

was having an intrigue, as I heard later.

Lysias 1.15
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