Jo Willmott: Simple Guide Constructions: genitive absolute

Examples of the genitive absolute

duakoAov & Gvtog puoel Kal xaAemod tod PovAeveasdat, Tt TOAAD XaAeTWDTEPOV
Ouegic avtd memorikat’, @ &vdpeg ABnvaior oi uév yap &AAot mdvrec dvOpwmor mpd
TV TpayudTwy eidbaoct xpfiobat t@ PovAedecbat, DUEIG 8¢ YeTa T& TpdypaTA

While decision-making is difficult by its very nature, you have made it even more difficult,

Athenians. Whereas others are used to deliberate before the events, you deliberate afterwards.

Demosthenes On the Peace 5.2

duakoAov & Gvtog @uoel Kal xalemoDd tod fovAeveadat, £T1 TOAAD XaAenwTEPOV
UUETG avTO Memonkat’,  avdpeg ABnvaior ol pev yap dAAot tavteg dvOpwmot mpo

TGOV Tpayudtwy einbdact xpfiobat t@ PovAedecbat, DEIG ¢ yeTa Ta TpdypaTa

While decision-making is difficult by its very nature, you have made it even more difficult,

Athenians. Whereas others are used to deliberate before the events, you deliberate afterwards.

Demosthenes On the Peace 5.2

T00T0 3¢ Aéyovtog avtod mTdpvutal Tig

While he was saying this, somebody sneezed

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.9
t0UT0 3¢ Aéyovtog avtod mrdpvutal Tig

While he was saying this, somebody sneezed

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.9
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oltw & €xdvtwv eikdg Toig uév moAepioic vavtiovg eivan Tobg Beol, fuiv 8¢
GUUMAXOUG OTTEP TKavOol €11 Kal TOUG HEYAAOUG TaXD UIKPOUG TOLETV Kal TOUG UIKPOUG

kdv v Se1voic Wot oletv eOMeT®C, Stav PovAwvtat

Given that this is the case, it is reasonable to think that the gods will be opposed to our
enemies, and on our side. The gods are capable of making the mighty weak, and of protecting

the weak even if they are in danger whenever they want.

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.10

oUtw & €xOvtwv €iko¢ To1G pev ToAepiolg évavtioug eivat Tovg Beolg, v 0
GUUMAXOUG O1TEp TKavol €l1 Kal TOUG HEYAAOUG TaXD UIKPOUG TTOLETV Kal TOUG HIKPOUG

Kav €v e1voig wot owlelv eOMET®OG, Otary BovAwvTat

Given that this is the case, it is reasonable to think that the gods will be opposed to our
enemies, and on our side. The gods are capable of making the mighty weak, and of protecting
the weak even if they are in danger whenever they want.

Xenophon Anabasis 3.2.10

& & eimov €ig dmavtag oUK dpvrcouat,

Tpoiag dAovong avdpl Td TPWTW 6TPATOD
\ ~ ~ /e bl 14

oV Taida doUval c@Aaylov E€AITOVUEVY.

Iwill not deny what I said in front of everybody, that once Troy was captured I would give

your child to the first of the army who asked for him as a sacrifice victim.

Euripides Hecuba 303-4
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muBduevog yap 8t1 TO uetpdkiov v map’ Euoi, ENOwV Emi TV oikiav TV éurv vOkTwp
UeBVWV, €kkOPac tag B0pag elofiAbev €ic TV yuvaikwvitiy, Ev8ov 00o@V TG TE
adeA@ig ThG Euf¢ Kal TV adeApd®V, al oUtw kooulwg Pefrwkacty Hote kal OO

AV oikelwv Opwpeval aioxvvesdat.

When he found out that the boy was staying with me, he came to my house drunk one night,
broke down the doors and went into the women's quarters, where my sister and nieces were.

They lived such proper lives that they were ashamed even to be seen by servants.

Lysias Speeches 3.6

muOSUeVOC yap 8T1 TO petpdriov v Tap’ épot, EAOMV émi Thv oikiav Thv Eunv vikTwp
uebVWV, €kkoPac tag BVpag elofiABev €ig TV yuvalkwvitiy, £vdov o0odV Ti|§ TE
adeA@ig ThG Eufig Kal TV adeA@1d®V, al oUtw kooulwg Pefrwkacty Hote kal UIO
TGV oikelwv Opwpeval aioxvvesdart.

When he found out that the boy was staying with me, he came to my house drunk one night,
broke down the doors and went into the women's quarters, where my sister and nieces were.

They lived such proper lives that they were ashamed even to be seen by servants.

Lysias Speeches 3.6

dfiAov yap Gti €yyug tov o0 Apévog €ikog v TooTo ylyveobat, Todto pev puebvovtog
~ /4 ~ \ A bl /e bl ~ 7
100 Gvdpdg, ToiTo 8¢ VOKTWP EKPAVTOG €K TOD TAoioU:

For it is clear that this must have happened somewhere near the harbour, since the man was

drunk and had left the ship at night.
Antiphon On the Murder of Herodes 5.27
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TPoiévTog 8¢ ToD Xpbvou, @ vdpeg, oV ugv dmpoodokrtwe €€ dypoD, uetd 8¢ To
deinvov to maidiov €Rda kai EduokoOAatvev OO TG Bepanaivng Enitndeg Avmovuevoy,

tva tadta oy

Time went on, gentlemen, and I came back unexpectedly from the fields. After dinner, the child
was screaming and fretting because it was being annoyed on purpose by the maidservant to do
that.

Lysias Speeches 1.11

TPoi6vTog 8¢ TOD XpOvou, W &VOPEG, NKOV UEV ATIPOGdOKNTWG £€ GrypoU, UET O TO
deinvov to matdiov €Poa kai EduokoAatvev OO T g Bepanaivng Emitndeg Avmovpevoy,

va tadta wotfy

Time went on, gentlemen, and I came back unexpectedly from the fields. After dinner, the child
was screaming and fretting because it was being annoyed on purpose by the maidservant to do
that.

Lysias Speeches 1.11

ueAAGVTwV 8¢ TOV Tvwv AVety kol otéelv Ta keAgvdpeva, Kwng 0 "Epédvdpou
oTpatNyOS v MutiAnvaiwy éle€e Aapeiw tdde, TLOSUEVOC TTpdTEPOV £l 01 PIAOV £iN
yvounv anodékesbat mapd tod fovAopévou arodeikvuobar

While the Ionians were on the point of destruction and carrying out their orders, Coes the son
of Erxander, the general of the Mytilenians, after first finding out whether he would be keen to

daccept an opinion from someone who wanted to give it, said the following to Darius.

Herodotus Histories 4.97
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OUVETAIVESEVTWV 8¢ TdvTwV kai 008evdG eindvtoc évavtiov 0084v, o0k einov uév
tadta, ovk Eypada O, o0 Eypaa pév, ovk énpéoPevoa b€, 008’ EnpéoPevoa uév, ovk
gneloa 8¢ OnPaiovg, AN’ o tiig dpxiig dxpt Tfig teAevthg die€fiAbov, kal Edwk’
EUOLTOV DUTV GAQG £1¢ TOUG epieotnkdTag Tf] TOAEL KIVdUVOUC.

Everyone applauded and no-one said anything in opposition. And it was not the case that I
said this but did not call a vote, it was not the case that I called a vote but did not act as
ambassador, it was not the case that I acted as ambassador but did not persuade the Thebans -

instead I carried it out from beginning to end and completely surrendered myself to the

dangers surrounding the city.

Demosthenes 18.179

GUVETAIVEGAVTWVY 8¢ TdvTwV Kai 008evdg einévtog évavtiov 0084v, oUk gimov v
tadta, ovk Eypada O, o0’ Eypada pév, ovk enpéaPevoa €, 00d’ EnpéafPevoa uév, ovk
éneloa 8¢ OnPaiovg, AN’ o tiig dpxiig dxpt thig TeAevtig die€fiAbov, kal Edwk’
gUaLTOV LUTV amA®G 1g ToUG mepiestnkdTag tf] TOAeL KIvdUVOUG.

Everyone applauded and no-one said anything in opposition. And it was not the case that I
said this but did not call a vote, it was not the case that I called a vote but did not act as
ambassador, it was not the case that I acted as ambassador but did not persuade the Thebans -

instead I carried it out from beginning to end and completely surrendered myself to the

dangers surrounding the city.

Demosthenes 18.179
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glpopévou O£ pev tolg 1péag el pdtatov Adyov Aéyovot ot “EAANveg ta mept "TAtov
yevéabat 1 oU, Epacav Tpdg TadTa Tdde

When I asked the priests whether the Greeks' account of what happened at Troy was credible

or not, they gave me the following answer.

Herodotus Histories 2.118

Xpdvou 8¢ o0 ToAAoT dieABévTog (xpfiv yap KavdavAn yevésbat kak®g) EAeye mpog
Tov [UynVv totdde.

Not long afterwards (Candaules was fated to turn out badly), he told him the following.

Herodotus Histories 1.8

xpdvou ¢ o0 moAoT dieABSvTog (xpiiv yap KavdaoAn yevéobat kak®g) EAeye mpog
oV FUynVv totdde.

Not long afterwards (Candaules was fated to turn out badly), he told him the following.

Herodotus Histories 1.8

ka1 d&dag Aafbvteg ek ToD Eyyltata kamnAgiov eloepxdueda, avewyuévng tiig 00pag
Kal OO TAG AVOPWTOL TAPECKEVAGUEVNG.
Then we got torches from the nearest shop, and went in; the door was open, as the girl had it in

readiness.

Lysias Speeches 1.24

kal dadac AaPbvreg £k ol £yyotata kamnAgiov eloepxdueda, dvewyuévng tig B0pag
Kol OO TAG avOpWITOL TapECKEVAGUEVHG.
Then we got torches from the nearest shop, and went in; the door was open, as the girl had it in

readiness.

Lysias Speeches 1.24
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ka1 d&dag Aafbvteg ek Tob Eyyltata kannAgiov gloepxdueda, avewyuévng tiig 00pag
Kal OO TAG AVOPWTOL TAPECKEVAGUEVNG.

Then we got torches from the nearest shop, and went in; the door was open, as the girl had it in

readiness.

Lysias Speeches 1.24

1 10 MAolov agiktal €k ANAov, ov del a@ikouévou tebvavar e;

Has the ship come from Delos, at the arrival of which I am to die?

Plato Crito 43a

oV yap meicovtatl o1 ToAAol WG oL abTog 0K NOEANCAG amiévat EVOEVSE UGV
TPOBVUOVUEVWV.

For most people will not believe that we were eager to help you to go away from here, but you

refused.
Plato Crito 44c

okdmeL 81) 00V Kai o0 €0 udAa méTepov ko1vwVELG kai cuvSokel ot kai dpxWuEOa
evtetBev PovAevdpevol, wg ovdémote 0pBQG €xovtog oUte ToD ddikelv oUte TOD
avtadikelv oUTe KAK®OG TAoXOVTA Guovesbat dvtidp@dvta Kak®g, N dgiotacat Kai o0
KOLVWVEIG THG apXTG;

Do you therefore consider very carefully whether you agree and share in this opinion, and let
us take as the the starting point of our discussion the assumption that it is never right to do

wrong or to requite wrong with wrong, or when we suffer evil to defend ourselves by doing evil

in return.

Plato Crito 49d
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petd 8¢ tadta, @ &vpeg, xpdvou uetald Sayevouévou kai €uod ToAD
GTOAEAEIUUEVOL TV EPAVTOD KAKDV, TPOGEPXETAL Hol Tig TTpeaPiTig &vOpwTog, LTO
YUVAIKOG DTOTEUPOEToN NV EKETVOG EUOIXEVEV, WG EYW VOTEPOV HKOVOV:

After this, sirs, an interval occurred in which I was left quite unaware of my own injuries; I was

then accosted by a certain old female, who was secretly sent by a woman with whom that man

was having an intrigue, as I heard later.

Lysias Speeches 1.15

TWKPATNG: OVKODV €K TWV OUOAOYOVLUEVWYV TOUTO OKETTEOV, TOTEPOV OIKALOV EE
evOEvde mepdoBot €€1€van ur| agiévtwy AOnvaiwv A o0 dikatov-

Socrates: Then we agree that the question is whether it is right for me to try to escape from

here without the permission of the Athenians, or not right.

Plato Crito 48c

oUtw o@ddpa NUAG 1pod Kol wUoAdyelg kab’ udg moAtevoeobat, Td te dAAa Kal
TATO0G £V AVTH] EMO1H0W, WG APECKOVGNG 001 TAG TOAEWC.

So strongly did you prefer us and agree to live in accordance with us; and besides, you begat

children in the city, showing that it pleased you.
Plato Crito 52¢

£t1 toivuv v avti Tfi dikn €€V oot puyf¢ Tiuroacbat i éBovAov, kai Smep VOV
akovoNG TG TOAEWG EMIXELPETG, TOTE £KOVONG TIOLHoAL.

And moreover even at your trial you might have offered exile as your penalty, if you wished,

and might have done with the state's consent what you are now undertaking to do without it.

Plato Crito 52¢
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AN g Toco0ToV Miked WoT’ dpOovuévng
€0VTIG YUVaTKeG TAVT ExeLV voulleTe

You women are so far gone that you think that you have everything as long as everything is all

right in the bedroom.
Euripides Medea 569-570

Mndeta: mpog Bedv, dmatg yap 6elp’ del telvelg Piov;

Alyelg: drmatdég Eopev daipovog Tivog Tuxn.

Mndeta: dapaptog oUong i Aéxoug Amelpog (v,

Medea: By the gods are you still now dragging out your life without children?

Aegeus: We have no children at the whim of some god.

Medea: Do you have a wife or do you have no experience of marriage?

Euripides Medea 670-672
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