Conditional sentences in Greek

Real Unreal
ei aorist indic, aor indic + av
If | had seen him | would have said...
el imp indic, imp + av

If | were at home now, | would be...

gav + subj, fut indic el + opt, opt + av
If it rains I'll take an umbrella If | were to win (won) the lottery | would...
Notes

« Future real (also = future more vivid) can have future in protasis, particularly

for threats or if repeating what someone has just said.

* The ‘tenses’ of the subjunctive and optative differ only aspectually (contrast
with Latin)

+ Past and present real clauses = indicative in both clauses.

+ Mixed conditionals use the protasis of one type with the apodosis of another.

Rare to switch between real and unreal here.



