Classics Faculty — Linguistics

Lent term — Introduction to Morphology and Syntax Jo Willmott
Lecture 8: The moods in Homeric Greek

1. Introduction

e The Old Theory:  subjunctive and optative are parallel forms
optative more ‘remote’ than the subjunctive

e The New Theory: the two moods are not parallel
optative: deontic, epistemic and dynamic
subjunctive is more of a future tense
the difference between the moods is one of quality not quantity

2. Old theory
e Chantraine: “si I’on confronte le subjonctif et I’optatif, on remarque que le
second ... exprime I’idée d’une facon plus atténuée que le subjonctif”.
e Wackernagel: subjunctive = ‘will’, optative = *wish’

e Goodwin: “The optative is commonly a less distinct and direct form of
expression than the subjunctive, imperative, or indicative, in constructions of the
same general character as those in which these moods are used”

e Reading Greek: “The indicative is the mood for what is factual, the subjunctive
for what is prospective, the optative for contingencies which are more remotely
prospective.”

e Palmer most explicit: optative = ‘modal-past’ form of the subjunctive
e Endings: subjunctive uses ‘primary’ endings
optative uses ‘historic’ endings

Present
Indicative Subjunctive
Present Past Present Past
‘present indicative’ ‘imperfect indicative’ | ‘present subjunctive’ | ‘present optative’
Aorist
Indicative Subjunctive
Present Past Present Past
‘aorist’ (primary) ‘aorist’ (historic) ‘aorist subjunctive’ ‘aorist optative’

3. Problems

e Endings: historic endings = unmarked endings
e Optative does not relate to subjunctive in same way imperfect does to present




4. Case study 1: the ‘non-epistemic’ uses of the moods
o Parallel = same range of meanings and a semantic difference of quality

e Range not the same
Subjunctive first person positive, second person negative
Optative all persons, mainly 2™ and 3"

e Semantically: subjunctive ‘replaces the imperative’ in certain constructions
while optative expresses wish?

e But claim can be disputed
a) Jussive subjunctive = first person imperative
e Singular often epistemic:

16.129 Ovoeo tev e BAOOOV, £yM O nE AOLOV AYELQM.
Do on my armour with all haste, and I will gather the host.”

e Plural jussive does exist
5.34 Vol 0t yaloueoBa, Alog &’ dhewduedo unvey;
But for us, let us give place, and avoid the wrath of Zeus.
e Isitareal imperative?
e lllocutionary force only? Implication only?

b) Prohibition = replacing imperative in aorist

Aspect Positive Negative

Imperfective present un + present imperative
imperative

Perfective aorist imperative | uy + aorist subjunctive

e AXis not equivalent: aorist subjunctive is used for prohibitions with future
reference only

e Negator alone carries the imperative force cf Sanskrit injunctive

c) Optative of wish = more remote imperative?

1.42 tloelav Aavaol ¢uo daxpua oot PEAECOLY.
let the Danaans pay for my tears by your arrows
4.304 uno€ TIC OO UVY T€ ROl HVORENPL TETOLOMC

oto¢ 1300’ EAAwv pnepdtm Todeool ndyecdat,

und’ dvaywoeitw:

Neither let any man, trusting in his horsemanship and his valour, be
eager to fight with the Trojans alone in front of the rest, nor yet let him
draw back;

e Difference not of less will
e Difference of agency

d) Optative dynamic as well:

4.539 EvOa nev oxETL EQYOV AVIIO OVAOOLTO HETEADDV,
Then could no man any more enter into the battle and make light thereof



5. Case study 2: the ‘epistemic’ uses of the moods

1. Main clauses
e Subjunctive often found with future meaning in Homer

o Certain future

1.180 anxetlion 8¢ tol e

But | will threaten you thus:

e But also found with the subjunctive:
1.182 wc &u dgorpeital Xpovonida Poifoc AnSAhwy,

TV UEv &y oy viit v &ud) xol éuoic £TdpoLot

Téupw, £yd 8¢ # dyw Boronida naliurdonov

as Phoebus Apollo takes from me the daughter of Chryses, her with my

ship and my companions | will send back, but I will myself come to your
tent and take the fair-cheeked Briseis, your prize,

e Uncertain subjunctive:
3.54 o &V Tol Yoatoun xiBaplc Td te MO’ Apoditng
Then will thy lyre help thee not, neither the gifts of Aphrodite,”
e But also found with the future:
4.238 Auelc 0T dAdyove Te PIhaS ®OL VHTILO TEXVA
aEouev év vijeooLy, éxnyv mtolieBpov Elmuev.
and we shall bear away in our ships their dear wives and little children,
when we shall have taken their citadel.”

2. Conditionals
e Future indicative rare in protases
e Resumptive:
17.418 16 neV NULY Ao TOA xS0V €in

el Tovtov Toweool uebBfoouev immodauoLoLy
dotv moTL opétepov épUoat xal xHdog apéobal.
That were for us straightway better far, if we are to yield this man to the
Trojans, tamers of horses, to hale to their city, and win them glory.”

‘It we really do give up this body (and I take it from your present pathetic
actions that we are) — then that would be terrible indeed’

e But also found with subjunctive

2.364 el 0€ nev g €0ENGg ol ToL meBwvTal Ayalol,
yvaon Emeld’6¢c B’ nyeudvmv vanog 6¢ € vu Aadv
N0’ ¢ ®’€00A0OC Enou
If thou do thus, and the Achaeans obey thee, thou wilt know then who
among thy captains is a coward, and who among thy men, and who too is
brave;

e Open:
20.26 el Yoo Axulhevc otoc éml Toweoot poeital
008t uivuvd’ E€ovol modwreo TInheiwva.
For if Achilles shall fight alone against the Trojans, not even for a little



3.289

12.248

5.132

space will they hold back the swift-footed son of Peleus.
‘Real conditional’
But also found with subjunctive:
el O’ av éuol tiunv Iplapog IMoLduold te matdeg
TiveLY o €0EAmOoLY AAeEAVOQOLO TEGAVTOC,
aUTOO €Y %Ol ETELTA LOYOOUCL ETVEXO TTOLVTIC
av0L uEvv, Nc ne TEAOC TOAEUOLO RLYE(W.
iIf Priam and the sons of Priam be not minded to pay recompense unto me,

when Alexander falleth, then will I fight on even thereafter, to get me
recompense, and will abide here until I find an end of war.”

Emphatic:
el 0¢ oV dNtoTtog déEeat, HE TV’ BAAOV
TUQPAUEVOS EMEECOLV ATOTOEYELS TOAEUOLO,
aVTIH EUG VO doVEL TUTELS Ao Buuov OAECOELS
Howbeit, if thou shalt hold aloof from battle, or shalt beguile with thy
words an other, and turn him from war, forthwith smitten by my spear
shalt thou lose thy life.”
Threat
But also found with subjunctive:
At €l ®e ALog Buydtno Ageodity
ENONO’ éc mOAenoOV, TV Y’ oVTAUEV OEET YOAND.
save only if Aphrodite, daughter of Zeus, shall enter the battle, her do thou
smite with a thrust of the sharp bronze.”

3. Optative used in unreal conditionals

1.255

Reading

7 xev yndroar Moplopoc ITotduold te moidec

ailot te Todeg uéya nev rexopoioto Buug

el op®TV Téde mAvTa TVOOlKTO Lo VAUEVOLLY,

ot TePL uev BovAn v Aavadv, mepl & €0Te udyeoOal.

Truly would Priam and the sons of Priam rejoice, and the rest of the
Trojans would be most glad at heart, were they to hear all this of you two
guarrelling, you who are chief among the Danaans in counsel and chief
in war.

Degree of hypotheticality?

Wierzbicka: “what IS that ‘hypotheticality’ which allegedly comes in different
degrees in different languages?”.

Not (only) used when the speaker considers their fulfilment less probable
For example, she gives the sentence ‘If | were you, | would go’
Does not mean ‘It is very improbable that | am you’.

Palmer 2001, Mood and modality
Goodwin 1999, Syntax of the moods and tenses of the Greek verb



