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Lecture 3:Metrical considerations

1. Metre
* Typical dactylicline— v v / — v v/ — v v/ —0v v/ —vvo /) — —
* 1 short=1 mora, 1 long = 2 morae, therefore g ler2 shorts

* Longs may be ‘resolved’ into 2 shorts. 2 shorts rhay‘contracted’ into 1 long —
making dactyl into spondee

Od. 6.1 ¢ 6 uev €vba xabevde moliThag dtog ‘VOVOOEVS

e Caesurdword-break) usually located in third foot.

a) after the long
||.1.8——/_VV/_guv/—uu/—uu/__

Tic T 8o opwe Be®dV €010L Euvénne udyxeobad;

b) after the first short
Od. 1.1 — v/ —uvuo/—Cviv/—0vu /) —Cvuo ) — —
avdoa pot Evvene, uwodoa, i mohitpomov, Ocudia TOMAL

a) = penthemimeral, because it is after the fifth {pemalf (hemi) foot
b) = trochaic because the foot before it is a troqdhee-)

» Basic shape of half lines:
— — < / — + = /) - /) — v v /) — —
— =/ ==/ —v + v/ ==/ —=vv /) = —

* Word position also affected by metrical rules. Egample,
1. Contraction less likely in third foot becausecaésura.

2. Words containing three consecutive long syllaldes placed so that only 1
contraction is required:

Il. 1.3 Nodwv, avtove Ot AL TEDYE RVVECOLY

3. Certain shapes of words tend to go in certaoqd

a v — — at the end of a line
b) s — « either at the end of a line or before a caesura
C) © — v v after the caesura
d — — —
— v v — either at the beginning or before the caesura
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Medical support:

RecitingHomer'slliad or Odyssey could offer great benefite your health according to an article in
ientific American ( 2004;October: 13). German physiologists have shihat suclpoetry can get
your heart beating in time with your breathing andh synchronization could improve gas exchan
in the lungsas well as the body's responsiveness to chandmsad pressurd.he type of poetry is
critical however. The original hexametpace of the verse as maintained by the Germanidtars
was chosen because of its known "feel good" effectseaderand listeners.

BMJ 12 February 200

Full article at:
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?articleID=00075241-741B-1150-B36283414B7F0000&sc=I100322
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Synizesis
» Two vowels can sometimes scan as one

e This usually done with —ew eg. also rarely with €o e.g. xovoeov
Elision
* Vowel before vowel is often elided

* 1, & 0 most easily elided

* never in TteQL, Ty, 01y, rarely in the dat. sg.
e.g. I1.16.385385 fuat omwowve

* Long vowels not elided

* But diphthongs in —at and —o1 a special case
eg. Il.1.117 BovAou' eyw
I1.1.170 170 ovdé o' olw
Correption
* Final diphthongs in a and ot can scan short
I.1.299  oUte ool OUTE T AAAw, éTtel Y APéAecOE ye dOvVTES
* But they can sometimes scan long
I1.1.18 Atpeidat te kKat aAAoL EVkvnudeg Axatol,

* Not just metrical — also accentual rules depend on them counting as short
syllables. Could be due to t functioning as glide?

* But extended to other cases e.g.

I1.18.36 nuévn év BévOeoowv



Metrical lengthening

Some lengthening of vowels seems to be purely metrical, with no etymological
justification

Perhaps because of couplets like Eetvog vs E€vog
e.g. ¢lAnAovOa

AmoAAwva (long first a)

TtovAofoTelpa

amovéeoBat

Avyapepvovéog (for 1og)

aloxoolo' éméeoaot (for *-owot Fémeoot)

Vowel contraction

Ionic non-contracted words e.g. jeAtog
Therefore tempting to uncontract all cases of contracted vowels

Indeed many diphthongs are placed in the weak part of the foot, where they
could be either two shorts or one long e.g. Agyeipoving

But although lines with high proportion of spondees is rare, there is one e.g. of
mostly spondees:

I1. 10. 415  PBovAac BovAevel Oelov maga onuatt TAov
Contraction also known - 1)A10cg is also found

Contraction exploited — sometimes both forms found in the same line:
I1.10.249  Tvdeldn unt' ap pe paA' atvee unté L veiker
One example —gen. sing ending — either oto or ov (o0 > oyyo > oyo > 00 > 0v)
In some cases 00 is necessary
0d.10.60 PBnv eic AidAov kAvta dwpata: Tov d' ekixavov

But in some contracted form is more likely:

II. 1.422 pnvi' Axawolow, moAépov 8" amonaveo TAUTAV:



. Archaic forms found on scansion

2.1.Digamma

F found in inscriptions of other dialects, pronounced like English ‘w’

Had metrical effects on language — blocked hiatus and made position
1. 1. 363 EEavda, un kevle vow, tva eldopev apudP.

Il. 1. 108 €00A0V ' 0UTE Tl Mw elmag €mog oUT' €téAeconc:
Words with initial F: éotia (Vesta), éomepa (vesper), olkog (vicus), oivog
(vinum), etv (videre), égyov (work)
F word internally: EevFoc (cf Ionic Eewvog, Attic E€voc), dFewdm (cf. éddetoav)

But we can’t restore digamma to the text - it is clear that at the final stage of
composition, the digamma had disappeared from the spoken language

I1.1.19 éxmiépoat Ilouapolo oAy, € 0' olkad' ikéoBar
In some cases, the presence or absence of digamma appears to have been

‘exploited’
e.g. ueAmdéa otvov but peAmodéog otvov



2.2.Initial *s

Initial *s has developed into [h] in the Greek language
e.g. Umep, cf Latin super, also cf éxw, root — oy —

But initial s still leaves traces in the metre

Makes position:
II. 1.51 avtap émett’ avtolot BEAOG €XeTMEVKES EPLELS

Before A, 1, v, 0 s also disappeared but left traces. Word-internally, -s- led to a
gemination e.g. AapBavw —root = cAap- . This explains EAAxBe.

Some analogical extensions made: éuuaOe —no reason for gemination here.

More examples of words being scanned with unetymological —s than digamma

I1. 4.274 Tw 0¢ kKoQLOTEoONV, &pa de VEPOG elmteto eCwv

Disappeared earlier than digamma?



2.3.Syllabic r

* In Indo-European several phonemes have a consonantal and a vocalic
allophone e.g. m.

e This still exists in Sanskrit.

» Before vowels, it is pronounced as a consonant, between consonants as
something more ‘vocalic’.

» For example, negative prefix a- in Greek, in in Latin. Both come from n.
cf Greek vrjvepog ‘windless, calm’ [vn- dvepog].

* Original r develops to po- or pa- in Attic Greek.

* Evidence:

Verbs in zero-grade

e.g. Aelmw [=e-grade] éALmtov [=zero-grade]
cf. melBw Embov
T0EPW étoadov
Other words
e.g. KOAaowm

cf. Lat. cordis

e But r can still be “vocalic’ in Homer, as we can see from the scansion of certain

lines:
aoTidog apdpBeotng
II. 16. 85 Attovo’ avdpotnta Kat )NV
II. 2.651 Mnowovng t' atdAavtog Evualiow avdpetpovn
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NHao cf Attic uéoa
NuPoote =aor. 3. sg. of ApaQTAVW



