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Jo Willmott: History of the Greek Language

History of the Greek Language

1. Overview

~14th-12t century BC

Linear B/Mycenaean Greek

early 8th century BC

adoption of Phoenecian alphabet - earliest
evidence for Greek dialects from inscriptions

(~7t century BC

Homer)

7th-5th century BC

Archaic dialects

5th-4th century BC

The Rise of Attic

3rd-1st century BC

Koine and the Hellenistic age

~31 BC (defeat of Antony by Augustus)—
~330AD (founding of Constantinople)

Roman Empire

(1st century AD

New Testament Greek)

4th century AD-15t% century AD

Byzantine Empire

1453 (sack of Constantinopole)-18th century

Ottoman Empire

~19th century

Rise of the Greek State

(1880s

Rise of KaBapevovoa)

1986

‘Demotic’ adopted as official language

2. Prehistory

Proto-Indo-European

INDO-IRANIAN  HELLENIC CELTIC IraLic BALTO-SLAVIC
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Hindi ¢
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GERMANIC

North Germanic

WestGermanic
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Middle High German

German Yiddish

Prepared by Jack Lynch, jlynch @ dromeda. ntgers. edn

* Greek a descendant of Proto-Indo-European, a sister branch to Latin

* Proto-Greek the assumed ancestor of all Greek dialects - no direct evidence
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3. First evidence - Linear B

* Tablets found in late 19th century: Arthur Evans

* Mycenaean palaces of the third millennium BC

* e.g. Knossos, Mycenae, Pylos

* Deciphered as Greek in 1952 by Ventris and Chadwick

¢ (lay tablets - ‘accounts’ of the palaces

¢ Survived by accident - fired in destruction

* Pictographic and syllabic writing system - doesn’t capture phonology of Greek well

wa-to (place-name in Western Crete), a-ko-ra-jo (dyopa-tog = ‘of the collection’?), 60 male
sheep, 60 female sheep, 49 male goats, 130 female goats (damaged), 17 pigs, 41 female pigs, 2

male oxen, 4 female oxen (pers. comm. JPT Killen)

2 ¥ T\ 'ZX‘ Al
A“Mﬁ‘#&r‘ thett ¥ Tia

\wm 70 TE AR

6 Pylos tablet Ta 641, showing tripod-cauldrons

e PYTa722 (Horrocks, 2010, p. 2)

Ta-ra-nu a-ja-me-no  e-re-pa-te-jo a-to-ro-qo i-qo-qe

thrd:nus aia:ménos elephanteio:i  anthré:kvo:i  hikkwo:i- kwe
stool (nom) inlaid (nom) of-ivory (dat) man (dat) horse (dat)- and
po-ru-po-de-qe po-ni-ke-qe FOOTSTOOL 1
polupddei- kwe phoini:kei kwe

manyfoot, octopus (dat)- and  griffin (dat) and

‘One footstool inlaid with a man and a horse and an octopus and a griffin in ivory’
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4. Alphabetic writing - dialects of Archaic Greece

Nikandre inscription (Delos, c. 650 BC)

FRArOPBMAM @ b EMBKE ofolloXEA PRI PoP BAE 1N

AT 491y 203U 0B1R ox0 80 108 AMoTOR
oBLY 0P +OXo2 s

Nikdvdpn W avédekev eknPorot ioxeaipnt,

Nikandre me dedicated to-Far-shooting Showerer-of-arrows

06PN Aewodikno  To Na&ais, £Ecotog aAfov

daughter of-Deinodikes the Naxian exalted of-other-women
Aewvopéveog 6¢ KAOLYVETN dhpatoo & GAoxog <vuv>
of-Deinomenes and  sister of-Phraxos and  wife now

¢ = koppa — alternative form of k; Boeta=h ; ®_

standardcapitalletters:ABFAEZH@IKAMNEOHPZTYCDXWQ

5. The evidence for Classical texts

*  Most from manuscripts - earliest 10" century, more from 14" century onwards

* Some evidence from papyri preserved in Egypt
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6. New Testament Greek

AvEPN 8¢ kal Twong ano th¢ Falidalag ¢k méAewg Nalapet eig thv Tovdalav gig Ay Aaveid ftig
KoAgitar BnOAeéy, S 10 eival adtov €€ ofkov kal matpidg Aaveid, dmoypdpacBor cOv Mapidy Th

EUVNOTELUEVT 0T, 0UON EVKOW...

Kol mowuéveg foav év Tf xwpa T avTf dypavAobvtec kai @UAKSGOVTEG QUAAKAC TAG VUKTOC émi TV
noluvny abt®v. Kai &yyeAog Kupiov énéotn avtoic kal §6&a Kuplov meptéAauev avtoug, kal £poPridnoav

@6Pov péyav:

%% uxxuzﬁ‘,m
u?ﬂ_" %

7.  Greek in the Roman Empire

*  Widely spoken in Eastern Empire
* Many bilingual texts survive eg Res Gestae discovered in Turkey
*  Monumentum Ancyranum the best preserved: Latin + Greek

. . . . %
* Latin only at Antioch, Greek version also found at Apollonia g!;r;{%; a
EGTITOIMONK!
szA rozum

NEa
EO gANAPE m

ze MO 2
EN s‘fra((%rm

¢ (lear influence from Latin to Greek and vice versa

8. Modern Greek

* Essentially two languages for centuries - spoken (demotic) and written (katharevousa) Atticising
*  Only in 1982 was ‘demotic’ Greek allowed to be used as the official language
* Many ancient features remain, pronunciation obscures the similarities (pers.comm. I Sitaridou).

-T1 0éAelg, avOpwre;

-0éAw TtV Prigo cov.

-Thoti;

-A16T1 v kpOPw TV aAnBeia.

9.  Romeyka

» Villagers in modern-day Turkey speak a variety of Greek, known as Pontic or Romeyka

* Ancient features like infinitive have survived here much longer
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